Hostage Support Group for Brice Fleutiaux

Information Leaflet - 20th March 2000

   The sixth month of Brice's captivity is drawing to a close. However, the last fifteen days have allowed us to obtain a certain amount of information on his situation and on the progress of the services tasked with his liberation. We received at the beginning of March some encouraging signs from the French authorities, assuring us that the situation was evolving daily. Information resulting partciularly from Brice's wife Dana's visit to Moscow has left us anticipating an end to this sad affair in the near future. The Russian secret services seem to know where to find Brice, who is holding him and what they want in exchange. The situation can now progress as soon as the French, the Chechens and the Russians have agreed on the best method of freeing Brice from the war-zone. The Russian elections are approaching, the Chechens are being pressed to release their hostages and the French wish to conclude this matter as soon as possible: all these conditions seem to be right for Brice's release during this coming month.

   It should be pointed out that two releases have already been announced - one in January and one in February – for reasons linked with the war and other motives. In addition; a former hostage declared that he was able to contact Brice at the end of January, although we were sadly unable to contact this person. The release of the two Polish scientists did not result in any information on Brice's detention as they were never in direct contact with him.

   Despite this hopeful information, the Support Committee continues to make efforts and remains totally mobilised.

9th March: The unveiling of Brice's exhibition at the Maison de Photographes. Numerous representatives of the profession attended, including Mme Danielle Mitterand, President of France-Libertés, and Mr. Jean-Paul Kauffman. On the same day, the Support Committee took part in the unveiling of three exhibitions at the Toulouse Media Centre.

13th March: A meeting with three representatives of the Chechen government: Mr Akhamadov (Foreign Minister), Mr Idigov (Foreign Affairs Commission) and Mr Mogomadov (Finance Commission). They assured us of their total commitment to the release of all hostages and Brice in particular.

11th – 14th March: Dana went to Moscow and was reassured by her meetings with those in charge of Brice's case (see beginning of leaflet).

15th March: Meeting with a representative of the newspaper the Dépêche du Midi, in company with the Parisian branch of the Support Committee and the President of the Russian Senate, Igor Stroiev.

18th March: The Committee took part in the Internet Party on the Dépêche's Multimedia stand. 

· 10,000 leaflets in Enki Bilal's design were printed off and will be distributed throughout France. 

· Reporters Sans Frontières began a campaign of public advertising in Paris.

· Our contacts outside France dealing with the spreading of information are ready and will permit us to cross borders.

· Toulouse photographers will be in Moscow from the 22nd of March onwards to meet with those responsible for Brice's liberation efforts.

· An exhibition will take place from the 2nd – 7th April at the Club de la Presse in Montpellier. The unveiling will be on the 5th.

· Committee work is anticipated at the Books room and the Photos room at the Art-expo festival in Andernos (Mme. Campin is responsible for the festival).

· We are continuing our work and are looking forward with impatience to hearing some good news in the next few days. Brice has now been held for 172 days.

