Hostage Support Group for Brice Fleutiaux

Information Leaflet – 26th November 1999

Summer '99: 

Brice and his wife begin to lay plans for his trip to Chechnya. At the same time, Moscow is shaken by a bomb attack attributed to Caucasian separatists.

28th September '99: 

Brice leaves for Ankara (Turkey) and arrives in Georgia on the 30th.

1st October '99: 

Brice crosses the Chechnyan border during the morning, from which point he heads for Grozny, accompanied by an escort. Contact is lost during the afternoon.

31st October '99: 

AFB news announces that a French photojournalist has been taken hostage in Chechnya. The FSB – formerly the KGB – holds a press conference during which a video depicting Brice Fleutiaux is shown. He is unshaven and obviously exhausted. The video is accompanied by a written text which appears to be a Russian translation of Brice's own account of his situation, detailing the ordeal to which he has been subjected (beatings, fatigue, illness). The authenticity of this account, as well as the nationality of the kidnappers, remains uncertain; to date, the family have received no ransom demands and no further news has been forthcoming.

Since the 31st October, certain steps have been taken to expedite Brice's freedom:

· Continued discussion with the relevant authorities; Matignon, l'Elysée and the French Foreign Office.

· Meetings with both the local and the national media.

· Contact with organisations both governmental and non-governmental.

· Meetings or contact with families and persons involved in prior hostage situations.

· Creation of a Support Committee and the opening of an Internet site.

Support Committee for Brice Fleutiaux:

2, rue du Prieuré  31000 Toulouse  France

Tel: +33 (0)5 61 21 04 25

Fax: +33 (0)5 61 21 11 95

E-mail: fleutiaux.brice@free.fr
Website: http://fleutiaux.brice.free.fr
The goal of this organisation is to co-ordinate and centralise the efforts of those moved by Brice's situation, to place resources and news at their disposition and to organise regularly a number of constructive steps to be taken (meetings with the authorities, media communications, petitions etc.). The principal objective is to obtain Brice's release as quickly as possible.

