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   Fifteen days have passed since the first information bulletin from the Support Committee. In this time, we have been able to obtain some information, albeit far less than we had hoped:

· The video footage partially broadcast on the 31st October by the major television channels has been seen in its entirety at the Quai d'Orsay.

· On the 19th December, President Jacques Chirac spoke with both Boris Yeltsin and Igor Ivanov at the OSCE summit in Istanbul on the subject of Brice's release.

· On the 23rd November, information from the AFP in Moscow signalled that a Frenchman was being held at Urus Martan, southwest of Grozny, alive and as well possible under the circumstances.

· During the visit of Mr. Evgeny Primakov to Paris on the 27th November, Mr. Chirac again raised the issue of Brice's release.

· A communication from the AFP on the 7th December to the French Embassy in Moscow and the Foreign Office in Paris included a letter written by Brice in which he says "I can't carry on".

· On the 7th December, russian prime minister Vladimir Putin enquires as to the position of Jacques Chirac with regard to the Russo-Chechen conflict, and accuses him of not being sufficiently concerned with the release of his compatriot held in Chechnya.

· Also on the 7th December, a spokesman for the Foreign Office in Paris declares that the release of Brice Fleutiaux is a constant priority of the French authorities.

The Support Committee has continued to meet regularly and reports:

· Distribution of flyers and posters has continued

· The Internet site is functioning well and receives plenty of hits. The site includes newsphotos taken by Brice and information on the Caucasus. One can also download the documents distributed by the committee.

· Contact has been established with the following representatives of the media: France 2, France 3, TLT, Sud-Radio, RTL, France Culture, Europe 1, Altitude FM, Canal Sud, Le Monde and La Depeche du Midi.

· Musical groups are starting to inform their public of the situation during their shows.

· Offices have been opened in Tours, Marseille, Langon, Paris, Capbreton and Bayonne. Their staff are at the disposal of the support committee.

· We remain in constant contact with the authorities as well as various non-governmental organisations.

· We envisage a meeting in the near future with Jacques Chirac in Paris, thus opening a path to Moscow.

· To aid the function of the support committee, we have received the help of France Telecom, who have given us two telephone lines.

However, at this point we still do not know where Brice is being held, nor by whom, nor if a dialogue has been established for his liberation.

